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From the storied capital of BogotÃ¡ to MedelÃ­n to the  Basin, this guide to Colombia, South

America, offers readers practical advice on planning your trip and explains the country in the context

of its history, culture, cuisine, landscape, and flora and fauna. Acclaimed travel writer Christopher

Baker explores the Eastern Highlands, the Caribbean Lowlands, the Western and Southern

Highlands, the Pacific & San AndrÃ©s, and Los Llanos & the  Basin. Contemporary editorial

features and experiential sidebars highlight every aspect of life and every activity under the

Colombian sun: how emeralds are mined and marketed, the history of pirates off Colombiaâ€™s

shores, parrots and macaws, volcanoes, whale watching, and poison dart frogs. Gorgeous National

Geographic photography and useful maps help you navigate your way around Colombia and its

many landscapes: Take a walk through BogotÃ¡â€™s historic Candelaria district, take a drive

through coffee country, follow in the footsteps of Gabriel GarcÃ­a MÃ¡rquez, or enjoy a drive around

San AndrÃ©s.
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After studying geography at the University of London and Latin American studies at the University of

Liverpool, CHRISTOPHER P. BAKER settled in California and established a career as a travel

writer, photographer, and lecturer. He has authored and photographed the National Geographic

Traveler guidebooks to Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, and Panama. His more

than 20 other books include Mi Moto Fidel: Motorcycling Through Castroâ€™s Cuba (National



Geographic), Cuba Classics: A Celebration of Vintage American Automobiles and Enchanting Costa

Rica. Bakerâ€”the Lowell Thomas Award 2008 Travel Journalist of the Yearâ€”has written for more

than 200 international publications, including CNN Travel, National Geographic Traveler, and Robb

Report. He has spoken at the National Geographic Society (televised live from National

Geographic); has been profiled in USA Today; and has appeared on ABC, CBS, CNN, NBC, NPR

and Fox TV, among other radio and TV outlets. He escorts National Geographic Expeditions tours

and photo expeditions to Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, and Cuba.

I checked out the first edition (2011) from my local public library and thought it was OK. The second

edition, being 6 years later, ought to have a bit new material or at least updates... Not so. Actually if

you look at the table of contents of both books, they're not only 100% the same, but every subject

coincides with the same exact page number in the two editions. There are a few updates, as in total

population of the country and the CV of the author but almost nothing regarding new destinations,

new restaurants or hotels. Not even the fact that there was a peace treaty with the guerrillas is

mentioned and the same cautionary tale about not venturing off the beaten path due to the guerrillas

kidnapping risk shows up unchanged. So if you can get the 1st edition used, you can save some

money.

Appealing presented, with lots of pertinent information at the same time.
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